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ARRL Sept VHF QSO Party 


The September contest will be held beginning 1800Z 
(1300L) on Saturday, September 13" and ends at 0300Z 
(2200L) on Monday, September 15". The complete rules 
can be found in the August QST near page 111. 


Beginning back with the last contest, the ARRL has added 
one sentence to the rules: “One entry per call sign". This 
supposedly saves space in QST and prohibits me from 
doing the multiple entries thing. Which is fine—you'll see 
why later. 


Consider trying something new this year. If you've always 
been a single-op, consider inviting a few other ops over for 
a Multi-op entry. Or perhaps try Rover or QRP Portable. | 
am going to try something new this year—not Rovering. 


Attention to detail: There is no club competition portion to 
this contest. The reason there is a newsletter is just to 
spread the news and try and keep activity levels high even 
when club competition is not part of the contest. Make 
SURE you are using QSO Party summary sheets because 
if you use a January Sweeps summary sheet, you will 
score your effort incorrectly. Even those of you computer 
logging—make sure you use a QSO Party—not a VHF 
Sweeps. 


Talk up FM on your local FM nets and try and get them to 
check .49, .55, and .58 at the top and bottom of each hour. 
Encourage them to put these freqs in their scan memories 
for a few days. 


Challenge yourself to work on neat and accurate logging. 
Remember, you get new grid multipliers on each band. 
For instance, working EN-64 on 6, 2, and 432 gives you 
three grid multipliers. It is NOT unique grids worked on all 
bands (except for Rovers). Make sure to fill out your sent, 
received, and new multipliers columns carefully. For the 
sent column, you can put your grid in the top line and then 
draw a line down for the rest of the column. After the 
contest, carefully look over your log to make sure you are 
sending out a log that has been QC’d in the band, time, 
mode columns and in all the points columns. 


Send me (via any method that suits you) a score summary 
of your activity and any comments you have and | will put 
them in a Mid-October newsletter. Later in this issue, you 
will see the eight scores that were sent to me. If you end 
up submitting a log to the ARRL, do you think you could 
take a QSL card and scratch on the back your score 


BADGER CONTESTERS 


TAT 






summary and send it to my address on the last page? Or 
maybe an email? It might make the October issue more 
interesting. 


Known activity: 


W9FZ: Single-op from EN-43. All bands 6 through 2304. 
| will do some/most of my CQ-ing up on 144.240. | have 
very few grids collected from my home grid and am 
looking forward to making some progress during this 
contest. 


N9PBA: Keith will be on from EN-55 on 6, 2, 222, and 
432. He will likely be the only operator from this grid 
(unless NSMYK operates from his property). 


W9JN: John will be making a good effort at this contest 
on 6, 2, 222, and 432 from EN-54. He has a new pairs of 
antennas on 2 and 432 and now a KW on 6m. He is going 
to make sure he has a good time. 


WSKHH: On 2m for sure and 6m if time permits set-up. 


WA2VOI/R: Donn will Rover near grid intersection of EN- 
24/25/34/35 on Saturday. Sunday morning will find him at 
grid intersection of EN-33/34/43/44. Sunday afternoon will 
take him to EN-44/45. He'll be 6 thru 432. He'll have 902 
and 1.2 but with weak receive. 


Meetings 


AASAO Fall Meeting: Gregg will host a shack visit--more 
to follow. 


WF9X Fall Meeting: Ken will also host a shack visit— 
more to follow. These are great opportunities to log a 
meeting and increase the friendship and familiarity part of 
the Badger Contesters. Ham shack meetings are much 
quieter than meetings at Hamfests. 


Grayslake Hamfest: | can't run a meeting at this one 
because | have to work. However, | will try to have 
WSYCV or WASO pass an attendance log around. 


Contact me about other good hamfests to consider for 
meetings. 


Badger Contesters 
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BC News 


John, ex-WASLW4J, is now known as W9JN. He's been 
shipping off some cards to WOSD (Ed Gray) in South 
Dakota for VUCC checking. 


I've stopped sending newsletters to: KF9QN, KM9I, 
NONLO, N9PPE, WB9YZU, and NORPT. 
South Milwaukee Hamfest meeting: We had 34 


attendees and picked up three new members. Many of 
the attendees learned more about the cheap and easy 6m 
Halo's that | talked about in the last issue. Stand by for 
more on those. 


Keep recruiting for new members—we'll need them for our 
January contest!!! 


Tidbits 


SMIRK: George and Lisa Lowell have the official SMIRK 
homepage at: www.cswnet.com/~kaOnno/. There is also 
a 6m Reflector to which you can subscribe by sending 
“subscribe smirk (your email address here)" to 
majordomo@qso.com. 


W9XT, Gary, brought to my attention some of the new 
tower ordinances that are headed our way. It's really quite 
discouraging. To get a variance, one may have to make 
“application” and pay a $300-plus fee. Let's keep the 
communication going around about what each of you learn 
in your community on this thing. 


Local 6m Beacons: Listen for my 200mw to a Halo out in 
EN-43 on 50.077. More power and a better location will 
happen over the next year (I hope). Also listen for 
N9PBA's 6m beacon on or about 50.070. It's in EN-55. 


Wisc QSO Party 


| was looking through the Badger State Smoke Signals 
and pleased to see that three of you who did not have 
other club affiliations chose to enter as Badger Contesters. 
As many of you know, this is a FUN HF contest. | 
recognize many Badger Contester callsigns in the BSSS 
listings. AA9AO, WDSIAB, and W9PHJ entered as 
Badger Contesters and posted the 13" best club score out 
of 24 teams!!! | know | plan to be on for next year’s 
contest. More on this after the January 1998 contest. 


June QSO Party Wrap-up 


| heard from nine of you on how the June contest was. 
Wish | could have been on. The 6m openings seemed to 
perk up what could have been a mediocre contest. Most 
ops reported that activity levels were off in Wisconsin. 


Notice the FINE scores turned in by N9PBA and N9JR. 
Nice to see newer ops doing well. (I know, N9JR is not 
new—he's been around a long time—he just was off the 
air for a while) 


WSKHH, Ray: “Replaced one Hot Water Heater during 
the contest. Operated a 10 watt Kenwood TS700 as the 
2m rig and operated a Homebrew tube rig on 6m. The 6m 
station was based on an 8 watt CW transmitter from some 
articles in QST back in 1961. | worked across Lake 
Michigan on 6m—thank goodness the guy listened.” 


WS9YCV, Les: “Only limited time in the contest. Caught a 
brief opening on 6m to the DO and EO part of Canada— 
kind of a thrill.” 


N9JR, Joe: “Local activity levels seemed down. Nice 
tropo enhancement on Saturday night. Worked FM08 on 
144 and heard them on 222 and 432. Thunderstorms 
ended the contest about an hour early. Sunday morning 
had some nice enhancement (as mornings sometimes do) 
with EM79 and EM88 being worked. 6m was open for 
hours prior to the contest but only gave the limited 
openings during the contest." 


NSDG, Duane: “Conditions were so-so. Activity seemed 
down. Couldn’t operate the last three hours due to T- 
storms.” 


N9PBA, Keith: “I’m proud of the quantity of Q's and Grids 
on 6m. Several of the grids were new ones for me. Had 
no antenna higher than 30 feet. Had lots of rain on 
Sunday.” 


W9JN, John: “Worked 12 new grids on different bands 
during the contest—mainly 6m. Only operated 8.5 hours. 
Conditions were fair to good.” 


KB9OWK, Maggie multi-op'd with Karl, WD9BGA. 


WAQLZM, Dick: “With 432 equipment down and out, 6m 
saved the day.” 


NSNOF, Keith: 6m was fun—not much action on the other 
bands. 





Individual band columns show number of QSO's while the totals column shows Qpts 
222/432—2 Opts per QSO 903/1,.2—3 Opts per QSO 
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HALO’s 


| didn't get around to making drawings or more specific 
instructions on how to clone the 6m Halo that | cloned 
from WASO and talked about in the last issue. | will try to 
get to that this fall. Homebrew is the cheap way but not 
the only way. 


At the July South Milwaukee meeting, Rick, N9MYK, 
brought around a new commercial product that looks real 
good. There is a new company making omni’s for 6 and 2 
that are not Sqloops. PAR Electronics of Lantana, FL is 
selling antennas they call “Omniangle’s”. They are kind of 
triangular. They are light and stout. The machining 
seems precise. Rick says assembly and tuning was easy. 
In fact, tuning needs no tools! You unspring one of the 
elements and move it to the new position. They handle up 
to about 175 watts. Rick has both the 6 and 2 meter 
versions and seems pretty happy with them. Prices for 
the 6 and 2 versions are $63 and $54, respectively. You 
can reach PAR Electronics at (561)586-8278 or 
par@magg.net. 


W9FZ News 


| never bothered protesting the disappearance of my 
January Sweeps entries. Ya know, I've become kinda 
bitter with the ARRL Contest Division over the years on 
account of the Rover rules thing. I’m just running out of 
energy to focus my stomach acid into some kind of battle. 
This episode only increases my bitterness. It is one of the 
motivators to try something new this contest—operating as 
a single-op. I'm trying to take the high road and just not 
worry about it. 


| went to the Central States VHF Conference in late July 
and had a good time. Arkansas was much nicer than | 
expected. Sure it was hot, but it was bearable. Also, Hot 
Springs is like the Wisconsin Dells—there is plenty for kids 
and family. Saw some interesting presentations. 
Unfortunately, my 6m pre-amp was still an oscillator. | 
talked to the writer of the article that | followed and he 
gave me five things to try to tame it down. | will do those 
and try again next year. The 903 preamp was dead 
because somewhere along the line, | had toasted the 
GaAsFET with static (or something) (or 110 volts). 


Late October has Microwave Update in Sandusky, OH. | 
know NSOO and WASO are going. | will try to go if money 
permits. 


Between the 9" and 17" of August, | spent time in the UP 
of Michigan at a family reunion. | took along 6 and 2 and 
set them up near the lakeshore. | caught some 6m E-skip 
and 6m meteors. | took the gear hoping to catch randoms 
on 2m. | heard so few pings on 2, that | concentrated 
mostly on 6m. | was operating in grid EN-56 which is 
somewhat rare and had fun giving it out to the boys on the 
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east-coast. I’ve been receiving QSL cards ever since. It 
was lots of fun to set up portable. | encourage you to give 
it a try if you need a new ham radio challenge. 


Internet 


If you are email accessible, and wish to carry on some 
dialog via computer, share with me your "address". | will 
list it in a future issue if you want your address circulated. 
Email me at: 74172.211@compuserve.com 

New addresses and changes since last issue: 


John WBS9VYP jwwilke@aol.com 

Art N9TD kratzham@maqs.net 
Brian KB9LCQ bwhite@execpc.com 
Lloyd N9RPU lloydv@fdldotnet.com 
Pete N9QZD n9qzd@execpc.com 


Bruce Richardson W9FZ 
Badger Contesters 

P.O. Box 371024 
Milwaukee, WI 53237-0024 
(612) 686-8017 


Sept 13-15 Sept VHF QSO Party 
Sept 20-21 10Ghz Weekend #2 
Late October ???? Badger Contester All Band Sprint(s)?? 


Have Fun! 
info on what 


Get on for Sept Contest! 
PLEASE!!! Send me 





Single-Op 
Station Score 

AASAO 44933 
WAQSLWJ 40414 
WFOX 40068 
WF9X 24402 
WF9X 21749 
NSCIQ 20160 
KASHKL 19135 
WF9X 16353 
AASAO 12352 
WASAC! 11001 
WF9X 10458 
NSYKE 10309 
KASUZW 8601 
WASHCZ 7884 
WASLWJ 7866 
WASLZM 7839 
AASAO 7809 
WDSIAB 7632 
WASLZM 7296 
WASLWJ 6608 
WA1UJU/9 6171 
KDSTH 6109 
WASHCZ 6016 
WBOVYP 5547 
WASLWJ 5472 
WASPWP 6115 
WA9HCZ 4902 
WA1UJU/9 4746 
W9YCV 4704 
WBSWHQ 4692 
N9QZD 4662 
WI8Z 4608 
NSKS 4488 
WSUB 4480 
WASLZM 4450 
WSYCV 4418 
NSOO 4407 
WA1UJU/9 4407 
NSLMU 4224 
KSOSH 4218 
WASLZM 4067 
WASHCZ 3990 
WASLZM 3978 
WASACI 3894 
WSYCV 3840 


Year 


1992 
1994 
1996 
1992 
1995 
1995 
1992 
1994 
1996 
1994 
1991 
1996 
1994 
1990 
1996 
1993 
1994 
1994 
1992 
1995 
1992 
1994 
1994 
1995 
1993 
1993 
1996 
1990 
1992 
1993 
1995 
1991 
1987 
1985 
1988 
1988 
1990 
1995 
1993 
1990 
1991 
1993 
1986 
1995 
1996 


ba 


Station 


WOUC/9 
WOUC/9 
WoUC/s 
WOUC/S 
WoUC/S 
W0UC/9 
WOUC/9 
W0UC/9 
W0UC/9 
W0UC/9 
AASAO 
WSWI 
KSVGE 
K9VGE 
KSVGE 
KSVV 
KOVV 
KOVV 
KOVV 
KSVGE 
KOVV 


Multi-op 
Score 


302385 
264934 
206440 
170680 
135596 
111699 
92040 
62524 
28840 
28531 
23814 
5805 


Year 


1994 
1993 
1995 
1988 
1991 
1990 
1996 
1989 
1987 
1985 
1995 
1987 
1987 
1987 
1987 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1986 
1987 
1986 


EN55 
EN46 
EN45 
EN54 
EN45 
EN55 
EN65 
EN56 
EN35 
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WISCONSIN TOP SCORES 
Since 1985 
Ltd Multi 
Station Score Year 
W0UC/9 134640 1992 
NISE 20907 1996 
NSWBR 560 1996 


Station 


WSWI 
KF0GX/9 
NSCIQ 


P am 


W9YCV 
WASLZM 
W9YCV 
WW1M 
WA1UJU/ 
WDSIAB 
NOLLT 
WASOKB 
WASLZM 
K9OSH 
WA1UJU/ 
KDSTH 
WSYCV 
KESQT 
WB9TAE 
WA1UJU/ 
WASPWP 
NSISN 
KASOBL 
NSISN 
KFSYR 
WASHCZ 
NSJR 
WSYCV 
N9QZD 





QRP 
Score 


4 
408 
364 


3744 
3737 
3569 
3528 
3348 
3131 
3108 
3102 
3040 
3024 
2993 
2937 
2856 
2835 
2698 
2640 
2632 
2574 
2556 
2552 
2520 
2442 
2376 
2368 
2368 
2300 


Year 


1986 
1994 
1994 


Station 


KE9QT 
WASO 
KE9QT 
WF9X 
AA9AO 
NSKS 


WA9LZM 
KBSLSP 


SY 


WDSIAB 
N9GNQ 
ND9Z 
WW1M 
WA1UJU/ 
NNSK 
N9STD 
WA1UJU/ 
KASJCP 
NSPBA 
WASHCZ 
NSUBS 
WSYCV 
WA9LZM 
EN65 WA1UJU/ 
N9BXA 
WSPHJ 
WSYCV 
WB9QCY 
WSKHH 
N9GNQ 
WASHCZ 
N9TD 
WSCBE 
WSONL 
NONOF 


Rover 
Score 


Year 


OLD RULES 


288972 
120482 
47892 
5762 
5035 
1872 


1994 
1992 
4991 
1993 
1991 
1993 


NEW RULES 


1323 
300 


2272 
2241 
2240 
2160 
2070 
2014 
1988 
1971 
1809 
1769 
1764 
1738 
1736 
1650 
1575 
1525 
1470 
1325 
1269 
1200 
1071 
1071 
1066 
966 
880 
782 


1996 
1996 


